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Francisco Chronicle, Stanton Delaplane, won a Pulitzer prize for his description of the episode.
This was, so far as I know, the most serious unsuccessful attempt to create a new state from existing states since 1788, when a fragment which called itself the "State of Franklin" split off from North Carolina and in fact had a life of its own for a brief period. One of the provisions of ' Franklin's "constitution" was that doctors, preachers, and lawyers were forbidden to be members of its legislature. Its annals are still famous in Tennessee and Carolina folklore.
California Miscellany
California is the state par excellence of athletes and especially tennis players; of mink farms and camellia "ranches"; of the world's largest man-made harbor (at San Pedro), and of the Santa Anita racetrack which has taken in as much as eight hundred thousand dollars in a day. It contains the biggest city in the country (Long Beach) not served by a steam railroad; its university is the largest in America, and its state budget is bigger than any except New York's.
California has some of the oldest jalopies in the nation, and towns called Igo and Ono. It is the state where high-school teachers have to be college graduates with a master's degree, and where some counties operate under a city manager plan. It has the harshest criminal syndicalism law in the country, and it is one of eight states with a community property law, derived from Spain.
California is the state where your automobile may contain an altimeter, where fifteen thousand people may go to a barn dance on a pier that will last from Friday evening to dawn of Monday, and where crude cardboard signs, CHECKS CASHED HERE, can be seen almost everywhere.
It is the state where the senate judiciary committee recently killed a bill to allow unfaithful wives of servicemen to give their illegitimate children away for adoption without informing their husbands, where the Los Angeles courts bestow more divorces than those of Reno, and where there are more traffic accidents than anywhere on earth.